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Roman Ports

Ports were important to the Roman 
economy and daily life. They provided 
food and other goods to the people of 
the Roman Empire. The ports were built 
with a technological advancement in 
engineering. Hydraulic concrete was 
used so that Romans could build almost 
anywhere. It allowed to build in the 
water, which was previously a 
hinderance to where a port would be 
located (Lancaster 2009, 5-6). 

Ostia and Portus were the great ports 
of Rome. Portus was built once Ostia 
could no long keep up with shipping 
demands. They both were used until 
they could no long keep up with 
maintenance due to the environmental 
challenges that they faced . 

One of those environmental 
challenges the ports were combating 
was silting, or the gathering of debris 
and sand in harbors. To remove silt, 
dredging must be done. Dredging is still 
used today to combat silting 
(“Dredging”, 2020).
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Roman Salt Works 

Salt works were important to the Roman economy 
and lifestyle. These installations provided means to be 
able to preserve food, rations for soldiers and aid in 
medicine (Stallibrass 2008, 117-122). Studying these 
salt works proves to be difficult due to the rising sea 
levels and unkept maintenance.

The ancient salt works that were found near a 
Roman Villa in Soline Bay, Croatia were likely to be 
locally owned and therefore upkept by the owners, 
not the government (Begović, 2012). The salt works of 
Ston, Croatia, have been owned by the government 
since the 19th century; therefore the upkeep was the 
responsibility of the government. The upkeep of these 
installations has always been expensive and was likely 
one of the leading factors to abandonment of locally 
owned salt works (Piplović, 2003).

Being built of stone and concrete as well as being 
located close to sea, the installations would have had 
difficulty to combat the rising levels of the sea. Height 
could have been added to the walls that surround 
each pond. Compared to silting, which gathered at a 
faster rate, the rising sea level would have been 
unnoticeable from day to day (Walsh 2014, 52). 
Today, to combat high water levels we build a levy 
system (Russell, 2017). There has been evidence that 
this has been done in medieval and modern times 
(Piplović, 2003). 
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